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Letter from the Bureau of Import and Export Food Safety of the General Administration of Customs (GACC) on Issues Related to the Registration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food
	  
	  
	


In order to ensure the trade in food from your country exported to China will proceed normally after the implementation of the “Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on the Registration and Administration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food” (GACC Order No. 248 ) (hereafter referred to as the “Registration Regulations”), we hereby write to you on issues related to the registration of overseas manufacturers of imported food as follows.
I. Overseas manufacturers that need to be recommended for registration by overseas competent authority
(i) The registration of overseas manufacturers of four registered categories of products (including meat and meat products, aquatic products, dairy products, bird’s nest and its products) shall continue to be valid.
(ii) For overseas manufacturers that export the above mentioned four products to China for the first time, the GACC may, in accordance with Articles 11 to 17 of “the Measures for the Administration of Food Safety in Import and Export of the People's Republic of China” (GACC Order No. 249), carry out an assessment and a review of the food safety management system and the food safety situation in the overseas country (region) and determine the corresponding requirements for inspection and quarantine. If the GACC completes the assessment and the review and confirms the corresponding inspection and quarantine requirements, your competent authority may recommend the registration of enterprises related to the four categories of products in accordance with the relevant requirements of Article 8 of the Registration Regulations by December 31, 2021, or may recommend registration in the current manner.
(iii) For overseas manufacturers of 14 categories of products (including casings, bee products, egg and egg products, edible fats and oils, stuffed pasta, edible grains, grain milling industrial products and malt, fresh and dehydrated vegetables, and dried beans, seasonings, nuts and seeds, dried fruits, unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans, food for special dietary purpose, and functional food), your competent authorities are requested to fill in the "Recommended Registration List of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Foods" (see Annex 2) with enterprises that once exported foods included in Catalogue of Imported Food Products (see Annex 1) to China from 1 January 2017 to the present and submit it along with Declaration of Conformity of XXX to Recommend Manufacturers to Register in China (see Annex 3) to Bureau of Import and Export Food Safety of the GACC by 31 October 2021. The GACC will expedite the examination of registration for the enterprises in the list provided by your competent authority on time. If the list is not submitted on time, starting from November 1, 2021, the relevant overseas manufacturers of imported food shall apply for registration in accordance with the requirements in Article 8 of the Registration Regulations.
(iv) If your competent authority and the GACC have agreed otherwise on the manner of registration and application materials for the relevant enterprise, this will be done in accordance with the agreement between the two parties.

(v) If the information and audit inspection data of the registered overseas manufacturers of the above 18 categories are incomplete, your competent authorities are requested to assist in completing the relevant information through the Registration and Management System of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food before June 30, 2023.
II. Overseas manufacturers that apply for registration on their own
Your competent authorities should inform the overseas manufacturers of foods that are outside the 18 categories mentioned above to visit the Registration and Management System of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food through the China International Trade Single Window (www.singlewindow.cn) after 1 November 2021 and apply for registration in accordance with the relevant requirements in Article 9 of the Registration Regulations.
III. Validity of registration

The GACC will clarify the start and end of the registration validity period for overseas manufacturers of imported food that have been registered. During the period from six to three months before the expiry of the registration period, relevant enterprises shall apply for renewal of registration in accordance with the requirements in Article 20 of the Registration Regulations. Failure to apply for renewal of registration as required will result in cancellation.
IV. The responsibility of overseas manufacturers and overseas competent authorities

Your competent authorities or the overseas manufacturers of imported food shall be responsible for the authenticity, completeness and legality of the submitted materials. Your competent authorities shall effectively supervise the enterprises already registered in China and urge them to continuously comply with the requirements for registration. If it is found that the registration requirements are not met, your competent authorities shall take active measures in accordance with the requirements of Article 22 of the Registration Regulations.

Best regards,
	Annex：
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Bureau of Import and Export Food Safety of General Administration of Customs
                              Sept. 27, 2021
Address: No.6, Jian Guo Men Nei Avenue, Beijing 100730 People's Republic of China


